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Good morning church! At this time of the year, our church gives to the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering. One way our church can help move the mission forward is 
by praying for our Southern Baptist missionaries, giving to support their critical work and 
learning more about them. Missionaries like Jacob and Francine Zailian in Sanger, 
California. Jacob is the church planter of Set Free Church and he and his wife serve 
their community in a heartfelt way.  

Their ministry is specifically to those on the margins of society—the homeless, 
impoverished and addicted, to help set them free through Christ. Everyday, they work 
beyond the four walls of the church building to care for those in need. During the 
COVID health crisis, they began serving more than 300 people a week through 
community meals where they also asked about their needs, prayed with them and 
invited them to the church worship services. One of the greatest disservices we have 
done to the Church, the Body of Christ, is allowing the Church to become identified as 
a place to go to instead of a people who go out. It was never intended to be that 
way. We know this by the Greek word used for “Church” in Matthew 16:18. 

“And I also say to you that you are Peter [which means ‘rock’], and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overpower it. 

If it did nothing else, the coronavirus pandemic forced many of us as pastors and 
members to consider how to do ministry on the move — beyond the four walls of our 
comfort zones. 

1 Corinthians 15:56-58 

“The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, 
be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in 

the Lord your labor is not in vain.” 



How do we keep our mission moving forward? 
1. The POWER That Keeps Us Moving (v. 56-57) 

“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in 
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.” John 15:4 

2. The POSTURE that Keeps Us Moving (v. 58a) 

3. The PROMISE That Keeps Us Moving (v 58b) 

“so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but 
it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent 

it.” Isaiah 55:11 

We may not ever get our name in lights or recognition here on Earth for the things we 
do, but that shouldn’t be our motivation anyway. May the promise that God sees us 
and will reward us in His own way be enough of a promise to keep us moving forward. 
While life may throw challenges at us that slow our progress, slow progress is still 
progress. Each of us may move at a different pace, but the thing we must continue to 
do is keep moving forward with the Mission of Jesus Christ.


